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Short introduction of ourselves.

 


Give a short presentation importance to move from paper-based TIR to electronic TIR.



Time for eTIR

• For decades paper TIR
• TIR is the only GLOBAL transit system. 
• Paper TIR Carnet will not be used in the near future

• Time for eTIR.
• Only electronic global transit system
• Safe and reliable.
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For decades we are using paper based TIR.
Very important to keep in mind: TIR is the only Global Transit system.
However: paper TIR Carnets will not be used in the near future.

So

Time for electronic TIR
eTIR is the only global qelectronic transit system.
It is safe and reliable.

Mention here: hosted by UN? 



Increase Trade central Asia – China
-Europe

• Only option is eTIR
• Central Asia will be pioneer.
• Modern ports do not rely on paper based proceedings, for example 

Rotterdam largest port of Europe; 
• Key words: smart, digital, safe.
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Increase trade between Central Asia – China / India – and Europe: 
Only option is eTIR

Central Asia will be pioneer.

I.e. Modern ports do not rely on paper proceedings, for example Rotterdam.

You might think why Rotterdam port; I do not only mention it because I am Dutch and from the Netherlands

The Port of Rotterdam is the largest port in Europe.
In Rotterdam we are always looking for new ways to make our port even smarter, more efficient, safer and more sustainable.
We’re investing in accelerating the digitisation of the port. 
Our goal is to minimise any kind of wastage in terms of time, money, capacity and energy.

What is the link to eTIR?

That is very simple: eTIR is fully electronically, safe, smart, more efficient. 
eTIR could also be used in the intermodal transport:  As long as part of the journey between the beginning and the end is made by road, other modes of transport (railways, waterways, etc.) could be used. So for trade via Rotterdam port, eTIR could also be used in the near future. 

Hugo will tell later on bit more about intermodal transport.




Legal Basis: Annex 11 TIR Convention

• Took 20 years to get eTIR
• Revolutionary
• Annex 11 of the TIR Convention
• Since July 2021 into force.
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Presentation Notes
Back to eTIR. 
The legal basis is ready: Annex 11 of the TIR Convention.
Took 20 years to get eTIR.
It is revolutionary.

Since July 2021 into force.



eTIR international system
• Electronically and paperless
• TIR information electronically available for all actors en route;
• also prior to the arrival of the goods.
• Risk analyses: Customs receives advanced cargo data.
• However, if necessary for safety and security, customs can always 

require more data. 
• Secure exchange of data between customs and the guarantee 

system (risk analyses)
• Authorized TIR Carnet holders can submit declaration in electronic 

format at distance (efficiency).

Presenter Notes
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eTIR international system, some headlines:

eTIR is electronically and paperless.

The TIR information is available for all actors en route of a TIR Transport.

To obtain to all actors the information they require also prior to the arrival of the goods (pre-arrival information).

Risk analyses; Customs will receive advanced cargo data.

If necessary for safety and security, customs can of course always require more / additional data.

There will be a secure exchange of data between customs and the guarantee system.

The submission of the declaration in electronic format will allow authorised TIR carnet holders to submit declarations at distance (much more efficient).




TIR EPD is not eTIR

• Intermediate solution between analog (paper TIR) and digital (eTIR)
• Linked to the paper carnet
• Just to check some things like validities of the guarantee. 
• To say it bluntly EPD = outdated system.
• So do not focus on TIR EPD corridors.
• If we would like to move forward to eTIR
• We must get rid of the paper TIR and this includes a limitation of 

the use of TIR EPD.
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Intermediate solution between analog (paper TIR) and digital (eTIR)
Linked to the paper carnet
Just to check some things like validities of the guarantee. 
To say it bluntly EPD = outdated system.
So do not focus on TIR EPD corridors.
If we would like to move forward to eTIR
We must get rid of the paper TIR and this includes midterm discontinuation of TIR EPD.




Intermodal transport

• Article 2 of the TIR Convention:
• As long as part of the journey between the beginning and the end of 

a TIR transport is made by road, other modes of transport (railways, 
inland waterways, etc.) could be used. 

• During a non-road leg, the holder of a TIR Carnet may either:
 Ask the customs authorities to suspend the TIR (Article 26, par 2).  

And resume the suspended TIR transport later on. 
• Or:
 Use the TIR procedure.

Presenter Notes
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Ask the customs authorities to suspend the TIR transport  in  accordance with the  provisions of Article 26, paragraph 2 of the Convention.  In order to resume the suspended TIR transport, customs treatment and customs control should be available at the end of the non-road leg. If the whole part of the journey in the country of departure       is not made by road, the TIR operation may start and be immediately certified as terminated at the customs office of departure by tearing off both vouchers No. 1 and No. 2 of the TIR Carnet. 
Under these circumstances, no TIR guarantee is provided for the remainder of the journey inside this country. However, the TIR transport could be easily resumed at the customs office situated at the end of the non-road leg in another contracting party in accordance with the provisions of Article 26 of the Convention;

Or:

- Use the TIR procedure. However, in this case the holder should take into account that a TIR operation in a given country may apply only in case the national customs authorities are in a position to ensure the proper treatment of the TIR Carnet at the following points (as applicable): entry (en route), exit (en route) and destination

Moreover there are many Intermodal transport scenarios:�road-maritime/rail-road i.e.
From an Asian territory /port to the European Union, by maritime transport and then by road/rail  to a European Union member State / country outside the EU.





Simplifications

• Authorised Consignor / Consignee
• Expl. Note art. 49:
• Contracting Parties may grant, in line with national legislation, duly authorized 

persons greater facilities in the application of the provisions of the Convention. 
The conditions will be prescribed by the competent authorities.
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Since 2021 new Explanatory Note to Article 49 of the Convention to widen the scope of facilities that Contracting Parties may grant to TIR transport operators. 

- The facilities should be granted in accordance with the applicable provisions of the national law (with possibly additional national criteria). 

- The main concepts of such facilities should be the authorised consignor and consignee, which could imply paperless communication and the exemption to present the vehicle/TIR carnet at a customs office of departure or destination. 

- Future authorisations should include detailed instructions concerning specific tasks, such as the filling in and stamping of the TIR Carnet and the affixing/checking of customs seals. 

- In any circumstances, the TIR Carnet holders remain liable by virtue of Article 11, paragraph 2 of the Convention when a TIR operation has not been discharged. 

- Contracting Parties are recommended to monitor closely the facilities granted in line with national law and apply stricter conditions to safeguard the correct functioning of the Convention. 

[TIR carnet holder and the authorised consignor should be jointly responsible for the data put on the TIR carnet, except for the customs use part of the Carnet, which is for the authorised consignor only. 
TIR carnet holder’s sole liability vis-à-vis the customs authorities begins when the TIR operation is started (after the authorised consignor received the “release for transit” message). 
TIR carnet holder is responsible for the TIR transport and for the formalities and obligations arising from the TIR Convention from the authorised consignor premises to the customs office of destination.]	

In the Union, the competent authorities for granting the authorisation for authorised consignors shall be the Customs authorities. 




European “regional” transit system NCTS

• Within the customs territory of the Union, the termination/discharge of 
the TIR operation between the customs office(s) of departure/entre and 
the customs office(s) of destination/exit is accelerated by replacing the 
return of the voucher 2 of the TIR Carnet with an exchange of message in 
NCTS. 

• So NCTS is already kind of partly used to handle electronically TIR 
operations in the EU. 
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NCTS is our European electronic transit system. 
Besides the European Union a few other countries are using it: 
EFTA
UK
Turkiye
North Macedonie
Serbia
Turkey.

NCTS is already partly used to handle electronically TIR operations in the EU
Within the customs territory of the Union, the termination/discharge of the TIR operation between the customs office(s) of departure/entre and the customs office(s) of destination/exit is accelerated by replacing the return of the voucher 2 of the TIR Carnet with an exchange of message in NCTS. 
 
Reason: the TIR Carnet remain the legal declaration in case of any gap between NCTS data and data on the Carnet. 


As soon as any other party has eTIR up and running/ operational we would like connect ourselves to it. And eTIR may be used in the entire EU.



NCTS -eTIR

• Within one of the next phases of NCTS: NCTS/eTIR.
• As soon as any other party has eTIR up and running and operational

we would like to connect ourselves to it. 
• However: NCTS for TIR (paper carnet) and the new NCTS for eTIR

(eTIR exchange of data) will coexist.

So eTIR may be used for trade within the EU. 
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We just would like to underline here that within one of our next phases of NCTS eTIR will be implemented. So eTIR could be used for trade with the EU.

[PM: Foreseen for phase 7 but rather not mention it here...]
 �As Contracting Parties to the TIR convention might connect at different dates and there is no obligation for holders to use the eTIR procedure instead of the TIR procedure, even when the former is available on an intended route, the current NCTS for TIR (paper carnet) and the new NCTS for eTIR (eTIR exchange of data) will coexist. 

NCTS is already used to handle electronically TIR operations in the EU and is used in practice by all involved stakeholder such as EU TIR Carnet holders, non-EU TIR Carnet holders, EU National associations, the IRU as well with all EU customs involved during EU TIR operations. 
 
Taken into account that paper TIR Carnets will continue to be used for TIR transports involving Contracting Parties not bound by Annex 11, Contracting Parties which have not yet interconnected their customs system with the eTIR international system, as well as, for TIR transports where the holder would prefer the paper TIR procedure, NCTS will be used for both procedures (paper and digital). 

The use of NCTS will facilitate the continuation of trader interfaces (such as TIR-EPD or other TIR-EDI solution) currently used for TIR, allowing traders to send TIR data together with safety and security data, thus facilitating border crossings.

[Some background information:
The approach of using a convertor would ease the work of the member States as they would not be required to update their national customs systems to directly connect with the eTIR international system as NCTS would act as a proxy between them. This harmonized approach could also benefit the CTC countries which be interested to connect to the eTIR international system through NCTS instead of having to connect to it themselves.]

Hoe NL zich voorbereidt op eTIR:
Active participation in the TIB�- Developing a Project plan �- Business and data analysis�- Conversion of data --> eTir is based on the WCO datamodel. EU Customs Data Model (EUCDM) is the datamodel for Customs trans-European systems including NCTS. Reconciliation between eTIR and NCTS messages.�Preparation for implementation:  
- Review of functional and technical specifications�- Making agreements with the IT-supplier�- Organize meetings with traders (OTB board)
Implementation 
- Connection between eTIR and NCTS�- Message exchange
- Testing (with other countries; with economic operators)�- Go-live.�
 
However: 
our colleague Pierre Jean Laborie from the Commission will tell you later on much more about:
How EU is preparing the customs union to implement eTIR?
What have been done already?
What are next steps?
Check PJ.




Resume: start with eTIR now
• Increase trade Central Asia-China-Europe
• Advantage for trader of digital TIR
• Advanced information
• Risk analysis
• Fast 
• eTIR is fully electronically
• Safe
• Global
• TIR EPD is analog.
• TIR EPD is NOT eTIR
• So just connect to eTIR and gain the advantages of eTIR.



• Thank you for your attention!

• Caroline Zuidgeest - c.Zuidgeest@minfin.nl

• Hugo Mayer - hugo-richard.mayer@bmf.gv.at

mailto:c.Zuidgeest@minfin.nl
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